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THE BATTLE OF THE MARNE.AFTER TWO YEARS

THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE MARNE
The poaitioni of the armiei are approximately thoae of September 6. The dotted line ihowi the final poiition of Foch on September 9.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The* Great War."
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.-.-...- , 1914, at noon, a French
er the village of

-lething less than twenty miles
I Paris and teffl than five from
: knly came ur.rler the tire of a

t,.rman battery. on the Monthyon-Pen-
Hill. a little to the ea=-t. The cap-

ar.d the battery made a

rctreat. These were the first shot?
he Battle of the Marne. The next

aaaj the greatest battle of mod-
crn hiatorj, fought by far more than two

men over a front of not less than
ont hurdred and fifty miles from the envi-
ror.s of Paris to the forts of Yerdun.

In thia battle a German army which
had m, -. ed from \ ictory to \ ictory. whoee

flank had passed from Liege.
s almost to the gates of

ack, compelled to re-

DO flank not less than seventy
.- behind it guns, flags and

pris re than this. the decisive
which German military men had

pi paring for forty years wa? lost,
rf a gwift,lllOli an.l irresist-

... which the violation of Belgian
held out, hhs i ..;.'. d, the offen-

'1 a heaten army was com¬

pelled to dig itself into trenches from
which it has been able to make no consid-

e advance during the whole period of
the war.

The Miracle of th* Marne.

-atthe Fre* -h r,i; "the miracle
While it was going for-

ward no detaikd accour.ts were possible.
as completed the preat events

that followed robbed it of public interest.
on the seeond anniversary, I shall

endeavor tfl set for.h briefly the story of
the dc.'i«ive j-ha.ses of this battle as it

rr.e on the battlefields by French
I a few months ago, or is disclo.-ed

la th. rks, unhappily little trans-

1 .> underataBjd the course of thi.- j.»io-an-
;t is necessary Hrat to dismiss

the familiar legend that the 1 rench armies,
?he battle.the llritish contrb

insignihcan*.were ever

The battle was ..ot the sud-
'.'.ly of thousands and hundred.s of

'(is of noldiers who had been for
.- before a victorious enemy. It

¦U the result of a clear, oool and daliber-
an, and it was in obe<lience to this
thal tho severa! r rench armies, to-

artth tha i-ma!l British force which
'ought at the Marne, had bflOfl drawn 1 ack
from the fror.tier to the held of the con-

ba sole purpose of French utrategy
in the oajaninf days of the war had been to
1-tep thaaa armies intact until the direc-
i»on arni nature of the main German thrust
were dis. losed. Incidentto this plan Joffre
h*d uridertaken aeveral minor offensives,
,ri Alsace, in Lorraine and in Belgian I.ux-
'mburg. These had re.sult<d in the de-
fcat* of Morhange and Neuf.haUau and
tr* useless victory, after initial defeat,
¦¦*>ut Mulhausen. 1

All the armies engaged ifl these battles t

°»d retired to their earlier j.ositions and
Biaae |aod their lines, repuls;ng all at- <

*.*.». But the French army sent north t

to"**4 belgium, togethcr with t_e iiritiBh^c

.expeditionary force, had been beaten upon
by an unexpectedly large (ierman mass

coming in three armies through Belgium.
The French army had suffered defeat at
Charleroi and had retreated in good order;
the British army had almost found de-

tion, becauae upon it the full force of
the German blow had fallen.

The T.lk of Reconcentration.

All this was clear to Joffre in the first
dayi of the last week of August. The Ger¬
man?, having the initiative, had elected to
M nd a huge mass of troops through Bel¬
gium, and the troops were not discovered
in full numbers unt il they had reached and

the Franeo-Belgian frontier.
Hut, atarting abonl August 26, Joffre -et

himself to the task of matching his troops
:,- Gerrnani, of raconeentrating

his armies until he should have equal or

supi rii.r numbers at the decisive point; hc
was never to have equal numbers at all
pointa. While this reconcentration was

[going on hc always foresaw a new French
offensive.

About September 1 it looked as if the
moment had arrived. He had uaemblad

w armies, one in the centre an one
on the left.Vri the flank of the British, thus
aboliahing the peril that Kluck's army had
had for him after Mons. On the line of
the Somme. the Oise and the Aisne, from
Amieni to Verdun, the French armies ware
ready, but unhappily the British army.
having suffered disproportionateiy. had re¬

treated too far. Therefore, despite local
advantape in several conflicts, notably at

Guiae, Joffre determimd on a new r<'treat.
When this was accomplished his line would
rest at either end on Paris and Verdun:
his centre would curve south almost to the
Seine. From this point he planned to at¬
tack the Germans.

This ratraat, which began about Sep
tember 1 ai.d cmied by September 4,
placed the G'-rmans in a difficult dilemma.
In retraating south of Parii Joffre offerod
Kluck, on the German right, the chance
to attack the city. It was a tempting baU,
but Kluck wisely refused it. Such an

operation would consume too rnuch t:m<
and would require weakening the line el^e
when- to get Oeeeaaarj numbers. But,
having refused It, Kluck had no ehoice
but to turn southeastward and march
straight across the face of the forts ot

I'ari His objective wa< the left wing ot

the I. rench lield armies; the purpose of
the whole German host was, of course, t
smash the field forces of Franee.

Kluck Turn. Southt-ail.
But Kluck's turn southeast was safe

only if there were but a small garrison in
Paria, If there was an army, then, when
his front had got south of I'aris, his flan!.
and renr would be open to attack from
this direction and he would be in exactlv
the position that the Brit.ah had been ir.
at Moni and at (ambrai. And as the
Uritish were on the end of the whole <

Anglo-French line from the Vosges west

nnd it was thus exposed, s<i the whole Ger¬
man line would now be exposed.
We now touch on the tirst of the tw, I

ietermining cireumstances of the Battle t

if the Marne, whirh in French history are t

CBOaTB as the battles of the Ourcq and
»f La Fere-Champenoise, respectively.;
Kluck, in common with ail (ierman fflaVJ]
?rals, 84-ems to have been satisfied that saatlt
ipening conflicts of the war had been de \
:iaive; he seema to have bec-n aure that hejr

had before him only beaten troops, an.l hc
had no suspicinn of the faet that JotTre had
concentrated before Paris a new and
strong army, that of Maunoury, which wa-

ntrer prepared to strike on his flank aa he
had struck on the Anglo-French flank
from Mons to the Oise.

It was in the evening of September .'5
that General Gallieni. commanding the
Paris camp, learned from his observers
that Kluck's army had begun to turn awav

from Paris and was marching southeas!
from Senlis toward Meaux and the cross-

iiaga of the Marne. He communicated the
faet to Joffre by telephone. and in the nex*

day there was arranged the plan whieh
prodticed the Battle of the Marne. Tha
credit for this plan is still disputed by
partisans of the two generals. It wa-

on the day following (September 6) that
Joffre published his famous order announc-

ing the moment to attack had conre, thanks
tn the blunders of the enemy; that failUTCa
would not bo forgiven and troops that.
could not advance must die on their posi¬
tions.

The Maunoury Blow.

Actually, it was planned that the Mai-
Inoary army.emerging from the intrenched
camp of Paril and moving due east, should
attack the small flank guards which Klu.'k
had left facing Paris, drive them east
acroaa the Onrcq River, which rana from
the north down into the Marne above
Meaux, nnd, paaaing the Oarcq, eat acroaa
the rear both of Kluck's and Riilow's
armies. The mass of Kluck's army was

far south of the Marne, in front of the
Britiah and the Pifth French army, under
Frunchet d'FsrKiiy. A very pood parallel
for Maunoury's blow, as planned, is that
delivered by "Stonewall'' Jackson on Book-
c r's right at (hancellorsville.
To the British was assigned precisp'v

the role that N'apoleon assigned to Grouchy
in the Waterloo eampaign. Field Marshal
Freneh'a army was eipeclad to engage a.i 1
hold Kluck's army while Maunoury struck
ita flank and rear. Kluck had two corps
,-outh of Ihe Marne, facing the British, i.i
r.ddition to eavalry; the British had three
corps facing the Kluck army. and on its
neht this army extended to the left of
d'Ksperey.

Britiah Failure.
In this particular mission the Uritisii

failed cxactly as did Grouchy, and the con-'
aequence of their failure was thf» e-capc of
Kluck and the restiiction of the extent of
th<- Allie.l victory. The failure seems to
liave been due to a total misun.lerstandin^'
by Field Marshal French of the whole sit-
uation an.l an extreme caution which Ied
him to ask for reinforcements from Mau-
noury's hard pressed army after he had
pemitted all but a eavalry screen of Kluck
to retirc from his front.
On September 5 Maunoury's army wis

on the move, one-half advnncing straight
against Kluck's flank guard, the 4th Ke-
aerva <"orps, the other circling round froni
lha north nnd aiming at the flank and rear

if this 4th R.servc Corps. Maunoury had
ronaiderahly less than 100/900 men at the
>utset; his army was doubled as the en-'}
.ragement proceeded, but it was made up of
ery heterogeneous elements, Algerian an I
Moroccan troops, reservists and only a few
'.rst line units. It had before it on Sep-
ember I not much more than 40,000 Ger-
naai*, '

The battlelield of the Ourcq is a broad,
iv.l plnteau, stretching north from the <

farna and ending on the east abruptlv, I
yhere it falls down into the deep Ourcj |
liiiley. To the eye it seems perfectly level.-t
ave for two wooded hills, a few niilt-s east t

of Meaux. the hills of Monthyon and Pe.v
chard. It is cut by several brooks, con-

tains a number of small villages, but i^
without walls, hedges or anything thal
WOUld offer great obstructkn to troops or

artillery fire. Several large farm build-
ings, recalling the Chateau of Hougo-
mont at Waterloo, played a similar role in
the battle.

Kluck'. Quick Shifi.
ln ihe afternoon of September o this

army of Maunoury advanced and eame Ifl

contact with the German troops on the hills
of Monthyon and I'enchard. TheM hills
were taken in the evening hours. By thi
morning of September 6 the QatuuvtiH were

recoiling toward the very edge of the pla-
teau, with the Ourcq Valley at their backs.
A number of villages were taken by storrn,
notably Barcy and Etrepilly, and the
French from tbe n<>rth were able to
threaten a flanking movement which
promised to turn the 4th Kesorvc Corps out

of their position.
But now comes the change. Kluck seems

to have appreciated the fuil extent of the
peril incredibly swiftly. By September f>
he was drawing his troops from the front
of the British. Actually he was able to
withdraw lirst the 2d lactive) Corps and
then the 1th (active) Corps, leaving only
cavalry to hold the British. With these
troops he counter-attacked Maunoury,
threw him baek materially on September K,
and on the next day bent the northern
flank of the French army baek until it
stood at right angles to the rest of the
line and on this day seemed destined to
drive Maunoury baek into Paris. On the
nipht of September !»-10 the Paris garri-
son stood to arms and Maunoury's ar,my
waited anxiously for daybreak, still with
orders to attack, but expecting attack and
defeat. After three and a half days of
fight ing they were at the end of their
strength.
When daylight eame on September 10

the Gcrmans were gone. For Kluck the
retreat to the Aisne had begun, but it was

not a retreat due to his own defeat. The
tirst. blow of the French had been parried,
the failure of the British to retain e\en

one corps of Kluck's army before them,
their extreme slowntss of movement, had
permitted Kluck to reconcentrate his army,
escape from the vicious position in which
he stood when the battle began, had en-

abled him to throw bai-k Maunoury's army,
insure his retreat and to come within an

ace of winning a decisive battle. The full
tory of this whole episode, save for the

deletions of the censor, mav be read in the
authoritative WOrdl of that eminent French
soldier, General Bonnal. It deserves read¬
ing because of the prevalence, in this eoun¬

try and not elsewhere, of the legend that
the British army sa\ed the French at the
Marne.

Crrmin Line Di.located.
If it had failed in its chief purpose, sti'l

the effect of Maunoury's attnek had heeri
to dislocate not only Kluck's army, but
that of Biilow to the east, the army whici
had won Charleroi and now faced the Fift.i
French army along the Grand Morin,
south of Montmirail and east to the
marshes of St. Goml. This a-my drew
>ack to keep its ali^nnicnt with Kluc't,
leavily pursued and fijrhting many min >r

ngagements. Right across the battie
Mdl of the famous Napoleonic campaig-i
if 1814, Montmirail, Vauchamps and
hampaubert woke from a century of

iiiiri- to new carnage. But the fight be-
ween d'Esperey and llulow v.as not to
he finish, betause Bulow was comj>elled toi,

retire to keep his junrtion with Kluck.
Hence this part of the whole battle of the
IfarM ii of relatively minor importance.
To the ea^t of d'Esperey was the army

of Foch, which now played the decisive
part. This army stood, at first, with its
advance guards on the north side of the
famous marsh of St. Gond, a strange
'.wamp full of stagnant ponds and crossed
by only a few highwaya. This was a coi-

siderable military obstacle. Behind it ran

ja line of hills, north of the town of Se-
/;anne and dropping away to the southea.'.t,
looking down on La Fere-Champenoise
from the plateau of Euvy and losing them-
selves in the monotonous plain of the Camp
dfl Mailly.
Whtn Maunoury's attack compelled the

:mmediate retreat of Kluck and the ulti-
mate retrogression of Biilow, the German
high command resolved to seek vietory by a

rodoubled pressure upon Foch, who held
the French centre. In a word, the Germans
uiiiiertook to break the P'rench line, tho
whole line from Paris to Verdun, and to
break it at the exact centre, which was

where Foch stood. Foch was heavily out-

numbered, and, although he began on Sep¬
tember 7 a hrave offensive, he was steadily
driven south and suffered great soaaas.
The fighting here was the most sanguinarv
of the whole engagement, and there ar;1

ten thousand graves in the little town »i

La lere-Champenoise alone.

F'ench Centre Driven Baek.

Nor was this the worst. Not oniy was

Foch driven south, but his right or east-
crn flank was driven very far south, until
his army. instead of facing north, faced
i.early east, and a wide gap began to open

Iin the whole l-'rench line bctween Foch
and the French army of Langle de Cary
to the east.

September 9 is here, as at the Ourcq,
the decisive day. On this day Eranchet
d'Esperey, having cleared Biilow from
thi- banks of the Petit Morin and finding
his 10th Corps freed by Biilow's with-
drawal to the northwest, toward Kluck,
lends this corps to Foch, aaid it now be-
gins to act on the western flank of the
(Jerman centre.

This aid assures the safety of Foch's
western flank and he now withdraws hi:;
42d Division from this flank, transports
it eastward to Linthes and very late in tho
afternoon suddenly laurches it in a ter-

rinc drive at the Prussian Guard betwei-..¦
the marshes of St. Gond and La Fere-
Champenoise.
At this point the German line has been

thin ned as a result of the eagerness of
tha Germans to press their advantage tol
the south, where they are at the point ofi
piercing the whole French line about
Gourgancon. The 42d Division goes
through the Guard as a knife cuts through
cheese, as the French afterward ex-

plained; it throws the Saxons in and about
La Fere-Champenoise into disorder which
becomes a rout, for Foch at the same mo-

ment launches a general attack.

"The Fint Strategi.t in Europe."
This tremendous thrust earned for Foch

Joffre's verbal decoration as "the first
strategist in Europe." It routed the Prus¬
sian Guard, which lost most of its artil¬
lery; it crumpled up the flank of the two
Saxon corps, it routed the whole army of
Hausen, who was forthwith retired in dis
grace. It resulted in the wild retreat of
the whole Hausen army as well as that
of the Prussian Guard. Here, and only
here, was there anything approoching a

great battlefleld triumph. Bulow had re-!

tired with little or no disorder, Kluck had
retrieved his earlier reverses, and at the
moment when Foch struck his blow was

winning the Battle of the Ourcq.
But the retirement of Kluck and Biilow

and the disaster which had overtaken the
German centre, under Hausen, together de-
cided the fate of the battle. It was or

the receipt of news of this disaster tha*
Kluck started his rapid retreat to the
Aisne, that Biilow at last gave over his
effort to regain control of the north bank
of the Marne, which he had too hastilv
abandoned, and from Paria to Vitry-le-
Francois the German armies all took the
homeward roads.

To the Eaat

It remains very briefly to mention the
incidents to the east. Here, behind the
Ornain, the army of Langle de Cary stood
for three days rigidly on the defensive,
beating off German attacks, made by the
army of Wiirtemberg on a front from
Vitry-le-Francois to flTaelgllf More phys-
ical destruction was done here than anv-
where along the battletield, and the ruins of
Sermaize supply evidence of the fury of
the Bavarians. But, like the battles around
Montmirail, these contests were without
issue, because the decision at La Fere-
Chanipenoise ultimately compelled the
Bavarians to retire.
As for the army of Sarrail, standing

from Revigny north to Souilly, where it
touched the positions held by the garrison
of Verdun, it resisted all attacks of the
army of the Crown Prince, operating east
of the Argonne, to penetrate its front and
isolate Verdun. It had a bad moment when
its rear wjjs threatened along the Meuse
at Porta Troyon and Liouville by a drive
conring from Metz, but the garrisons of
these forts held out until aid came, and the
destruction of the bridges of the Meuse
proved sufficient to bar the Germans.

For the armies of Kluck, Biilow and
Hausen the day of September H was deci-
sive, and as early as September 6 the first
two were in partial retreat. But both the
Wiirtemberg army and that of the Grown
Prince held on for several days more and
retired in good order in the end, when the
recoil of the armies to the west made their
retreat necessary to keep the alignment.
Of the five German armies only those of
Kluck and Hausen actually put forth their
whole strength, and of these only that of
Hausen was decisively beaten. Of the
French armies only those of Maunoury
and Foch were engaged to the limit, and
Maunoury failed to accomplish his purpose
hecaOM he did not get the help from the
British that was expected.

The Taxicab Lcfend.
Had ihe plan conceived by Joffre or Gal-

lieni. or by both together, been reali::ed,
the Germans would have snffered a decisive
defeat and would have been unable to re-

main in France. Had Hausen been able to
break the French centre, even after Mau-
ncury's attack and the retreat of Kluck
and Biilow, the Battle of the Marne would
have ended in a decisive victory for the
Otrimanfl and the French army would havc;
been cut in two, one fragment driven in on

Paris, the oth<*r on the barrier fortressen
to the east.
There was a time when it was generally

believed thnt the Battle of the Marne wis

won by the operations near Paris, and
there is a legend <>f a victory won by the
'rp.nsport of troops through Paris in taxi-
cabs. The troops were tratisported in
taxis, but they arrived not in time to win
the Battle ol' tho Marne, but only in time
to save the Battle of the Ourcq. Kqually
l'allacious is the story of the British pai-8%

in the battle. The British were never ac-

tively engaged in the battle at all, they
never had anything but rear guards to deal
with, ar.d these rear guards held them up
until the chance for a suprcrrre success had
totally disappeared.

It is open to question whether Foch
would have been able to deal his decisive
blow if Maunoury's thrust had not com-

pelled the retirement of Biilow, by making
Kluck draw his corps north of the Marne
and west of the Ourc.q, thus dislocating the
whole German front. But it is not open
to question that the blow of Foch was de¬
cisive. It was delivered by a beaten army
almost at the last gasp, an army which had
been recoiling under pressure for three
days and had suffered losses that amounted
to extermination in the case of some of its
units. American army officers who visited
the battlefield before the bodies had been
removed will some day supply conclusivo
evidence of the bitterness of this conflict
as measured by the carnage.

French Lotiei Grt-.ter.
No estimate of%total losses, of prisoners,

of booty, has ever been published. But it
'seems conservative to estimate tha' of the
2,250,000 men engagvd between Verdur. and
Paris there were probably more than 300,«
000 killed or wounded. The French loss
was not less than the German; it may have
been more, for the French in many field*
did the attacking. Certainly between the
opening of the campaign aml the end of thj
(ierman retreat after the Marne thj
French losses exceeded the (ierman.the
losses in killed and wounded.while 'he
prisoners taken by the Germans in the
various fortitied positions, Maubeuge,
Longwy, etc, were very much greater.

It is reasonably certain that the Cer.
mans outnumbered the French on the bat.
tlefield, but owing to faults of concentra*
tion and deploying the French certainly
got much more out of their inferior nura«

bers, while the Germans seem to have
handled their masses badly and to have
suffereii from an excess of numbers at
certain unimportant points.
The consequences of the battle were

wholly misunderstood at first by both tho
French and the Germans. The French
believed that they had won a vietory which
would turn the Germans out of Franee.
The Germans believed that they had mere-

ly suffered a minor reverse and that after
a new concentration ihey would be able tn
take the offensive again and renew their
bid for a decision. Both illusions per-
ished at the Aisne. Here the Germani
were able to repulse the French and dig in,
but on their side they never were able to
get on their feet and advance again.

German Stratagy Wreckad.
Actually the Battle of the Marne broke

the German offensive, wrecked their wbota
strategy, which was to bring the French
to a decisive battle in the first six weeks
of ihe war, win that battle and put thi
French out of the war. They advanced
lo the Marne seeking a second Sedan, and
the French there won a GeUysburg. AH
the original (ierman concep ions were de-
iinitively defeated in this battle; they were

ConspalM to retreat, to give over the of-
'.itiiive, to accept a long war. But, save

for the Saxons of Hausen, they were no-

where routed, and they were able withiii
a week after the decisive day of the
Marne, September '.», lo halt the Alli-J*
along the Aisne, establish their front un-

1 roken from the Aisne to the Meuse, and

Contmued on page 2.


